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20/05/2003 


(Earliest) Priority Date (day/momn/yearj 
06/06/2002 




Applicant 

FOCUS SOLUTIONS GROUP PLC . . . 




This International Search Report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

This International Search Report consists of a total of £ sheets. 

[7] It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 




1 . Basis of the report 

a With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

n the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
J Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search 
was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing : 
| | contained in the international application in written form. 
| [ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readble form. 

PI the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
— international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
furnished 

2 . [x] Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 

3. Q Unity of invention is lacking (see Box II). 

4. With regard to the title, 

fx] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

| | the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 

5. With regard to the abstract, 

fx~| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

rH the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box III. The , applicant may, 

□ wSttiln one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6 The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 4 

□ as suggested by the applicant. □ None of the fi 9 ures ' 
| | because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

[x] because this figure better characterizes the invention. 
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Internation a! App lication No 

PCT/Gr^K)2180 



A CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC 7 G06F 17/24 



According to International Palenl Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classificalion system followed by classification symbols) 

IPC 7 G06F 

Documentation searched other than minimu m documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the Internationa, search (name of data base and. where practical, search terms used) 

EPO-Internal , WPI Data, PAJ, INSPEC 



C. DOCUME 

Category 0 


NTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT __ p 

Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to claim No. 


X 


CARLSON C R ET AL: "Forms interfaces and 
their view supportabi 1 ity properties" 
COMPUTER SOFTWARE AND APPLICATIONS 
CONFERENCE, 1990. COMPSAC 90. 
PROCEEDINGS., FOURTEENTH ANNUAL 
INTERNATIONAL CHICAGO, IL, USA 31 OCT. -2 
NOV. 1990, LOS ALAMIT0S, CA, USA, IEEE 
COMPUT. SOC, US, 

31 October 1990 (1990-10-31), pages 
448-452, XP010019753 
ISBN: 0-8186-2054-4 
abstract 

page 448, left-hand column, paragraph 1; 
figure 1 

page 449, left-hand column, paragraphs 1-3 
page 450, left-hand column, paragraph 2 
-page 451, right-hand column, paragraph 1 
page 451, right-hand column, last 
paragraph 


1-4, 

6-23,25, 
27-34 


Ifxl ™ 


her documents are listed in the continuation of box C. 


|y j patent family members are listed in annex. 


' Special categories of cited documents : , T - , ater document published after the international filing date 

or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 

■A* document defining the general state of the art which is not cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
considered to be of particular relevance invention 

•c« earlier document but published on or after the international - X ' document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
Hiinn riSp cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
" M " u nr involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 

■L" document which may throw doubts on prionty claim (s) or involve an mvenuve =>ic^ 

which is cited to establish the publication date of another 'Y' document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
citation or other special reason (as specified) cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
citation or owe spec v h - xhibitjon or document is combined with one or more other such docu- 

•O' document referring to an oral disclosure, use. exhibition or « ^ ^ combjnatjon being obvious to a person skilled 
other means in the art. 

•P- document published prior to the international filing date but document member of the same patent family 


Date of the actual completion of the international search 

5 December 2003 


Date of mailing of the international search report 

05/01/2004 


1 Name and mailing address of the ISA 

1 European Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 
NL - 2280 HV Rijswijk 
Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl, 
| Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 


Authorized officer 

Woods, J 
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International Application No 
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C.(Continuation) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 0 | Citation of document, with indication. where appropriate, ol ihe relevant passages 



US 5 774 887 A (BRUNNER HANS ET AL) 
30 June 1998 (1998-06-30) 



24 

1-4, 

6-23, 
25-34 



line 8 
line 45 
line 12; 



column 2, line 36-53 
column 3, line 65 -column 5. 
column 5, line 59 -column 6 
column 7, line 53 -column 8 
figures 1-3 

column 10, line 58 -column 11. line 18; 
figure 6 

"Getting Started with Oracle Change 
Management Pack" 

ORACLE, 'Online! June 2001 (2001-06), 

pages 1.22-1.23, XP002264044 

Retrieved from the Internet: 

<URL : http : //downl oad-uk . or ac 1 e . com/docs/pd 

f/A88717_01.pdf> 'retrieved on 2003-12-05! 

the whole document 

EP 0 678 817 A (BRITISH TELECOMM) 
25 October 1995 (1995-10-25) 
column 1, line 35-53 

MIKE HANSON: "Saving Time with Global 
Templates" 

CLARION MAGAZINE, 'Online! 
1 October 1998 (1998-10-01), 
Retrieved from the Internet: 
<URL:http://tinyurl .com/xq0a> 
'retrieved on 2003-12-05! 
the whole document 



24 
24 



4,8 



23 



XP002264045 
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210 



Continuation of Box 1.2 
CI aims Nos. : 5, 35 

Claim 5 is not clear because even in the light of the description the 
expression "output message format" does not make any sense to a person 
skilled in the art of electronic form building. 

The description must disclose the invention in a manner sufficiently 
clear and complete for the invention to be carried out by a person 
skilled in the art (Article 5, PCT). Nowhere in the description is there 
an explanation of the term which would enable a skilled person to 
interpret it. Consequently, the description does not provide full support 
for claim 5 either (Article 6, PCT). 

The lack of clarity was such that no meaningful search was possible. 

Claim 35 refers to other parts of the application (Rule 6.2a PCT). 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims relating to inventions in respect of which no international 
search 'report has been established need not be the subject of an 
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT) The applicant 
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched This is 
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 



Interna**^! application No. 
_ T ^BfGB 03/02180 

INTERNATIONAB^ARCH REPORT 



Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet) 

This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 

1 ' D because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



H5, 35 
because they relate to parts'of the Internationa! Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically: 

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210 



3 " ^ because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box II Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of f irst sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 



1. I 1 As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all 

I 1 searchable claims. 



2 . [~n as all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 
of any additional fee. 



3 I I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report 
I ' covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4 I I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest Q The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

j j No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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Patent document 
cited in search report 



Publication 
date 



tnternatio naLAp plication No 

1 1 i i 1 1 i 



Patent family 
member(s) 



Publication 
date 



US 5774887 
EP 0678817 



A 30-06-1998 NONE 
A 25-10-1995 EP 



0678817 Al 



25-10-1995 
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NOTIFICATION OFTpiO^ 
OF A CHANtSE - 

(PCT Rule 92bis.1 and 
Administrative Instructions, Section 422) 


To:| 

"^HARIG, Raymond, J. 
Eric Potter Clarkson 
Park View House 
58 The Ropewalk 
Nottingham NG1 5DD 
United Kingdom 

■ 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

on a. onnQ too HR n^\ 
22 August zUuo (zz.uo.uo; 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
FOCU/P28000PC 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


International application No. 
PCT/GB03/02180 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
20 May 2003 (20.05.03) 



1. The following indications appeared on record concerning: 

| "| the inventor [_j the agent 



the applicant 



□ 



the common representative 



Name and Address 

FOCUS SOLUTIONS GROUP PLC 
Cranford House 
Kenilworth Road 
Leamington Spa 
Warwickshire CV32 6RQ / 
United Kingdom 



State of Nationality 
GB 



State of Residence 
GB 



Telephone No. 



Facsimile No. 



Teleprinter No. 



2 The .nternational Bureau hereby notifies the applicant that the following change has been recorded concerning: 

L the nationality | . | the residence 



X 



the person 



X 



the name 



the address 



Name and Address 

FOCUS BUSINESS SOLUTIONS LIMITED 

Cranford House - 

Kenilworth Road . 

Leamington Spa 

Warwickshire CV32 6RQ ; 

United Kingdom 



State of Nationality 

■ gb : 



State of Residence 

, GB ■; 



Telephone No. 



Facsimile No. 



Teleprinter No. 



3.. Further observations, if necessary: 



4. A copy of this notification has been sent to: 
X the receiving Office , 
|~X| the International Searching Authority 
[ ] the International Preliminary Examining Authority 



| | the designated Offices concerned 
| | the elected Offices concerned 
| | other: 



The International Bureau of WlPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 



Facsimile No. (41-22) 338.89.65 



Authorized officer 

AbderrezakSMAHi 

Telephone No. (41-22) 338 8021 
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From the INTERN ATI C^^BUREATJ 



PCT/GB03/02180 



PCT 

NOTICE INFORMING THE APPLICANT OF THE 
COMMUNICATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
APPLICATION TO THE DESIGNATED OFFICES 

(PCT Rule 47. 1(c), first sentence) 


To: 

CHARIG, Raymond! J. — ~1 -~-J 
Eric Potter Clarksorf r M ] 
Park View House f u /OQ/. 1 

58 The Ropewalk L f 

Nottingham NG1 ^^ntNP^TT?^, *- — ■ 1 

ROYAUME-UNI S ^^^^ I 


Dale of mailing (day/rnortdi/year) 

18 December 2003 (18.12.03) 


Applicant's or acent's file reference 
FOCU/P28000PC 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 


International application No. 
PCT/GB03/02180 


International filing date {day/montWyear) 

20 May 2003 (20.05.03) 


Priority date (dav/montli/vear) 

06 June 2002 (06.06.02) 



Applicant 



FOCUS BUSINESS SOLUTIONS LIMITED et al 



3. 



4. 



Notice is hereby given that the International Bureau has communicated, as provided in Article 20, the international application to the 
following designated Offices on the date indicated above as the date of mailing of this notice: 

AU, AZ, BY, CH, CN, CO, DE, DZ, EP, HU, JP, KG, KP, KR, MD, MK, MZ, RU, TM, US 
hi accordance with Rule 47. 1(c). third sentence, those Offices will accept the present notice as conclusive evidence that the comniunication 
of Z inStional application has duly taken place on the date of mailing indicated above and no copy of the international application is 
required to be furnished by the applicant to the designated Office(s). 

The following designated Offices have waived the requirement for such a communication at this time: 

np Ar a I AM A P AT BA BB BG BR BZ, CA, CR, CU, CZ, DK, DM, EA, EC, EE, ES, Fl, GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, 
Sr foLIN B KE KZ LC LK, LR," LS LT, LU, LV, MA, MG, MN, MW, MX, Nl, NO, NZ, OA, OM, PH, PL, PT, RO, 
SC,' SD . SE SG ' SK SL TJ [>n/tr/tt/tz/uA, UG, UZ, VC, VN, YU, ZA, ZM, ZW 

The communication will be made to those Offices only upon their request. Furthermore, those Offices do no, require the applicant to 

furnish a copy of the international application (Rule 49. l(a-fcw)). 

Enclosed with this notice is a copy of the international application as published by the International Bureau on 
1 8 December 2003 (18.12.03) under No. WO 03/105022 

TIME LIMITS for filing a demand for international preliminary examination and for entry into the national phase 
The applicable time limit for entering the national phase will, subject to what is said in the following paragraph, be 30 MONTHS from 
Jtae date no only in respect of any elected Office if a demand for international preliminary examination is filed before the 

fxpSf iTmonths from the priority da*, but also in respect of any designated Office in 

Article ■>->m as modified with effect from 1 April 2002 applies in respect of that designated Office. For further detai s, see PCT Gazette 
N^ 44G00 1 of T November 2001, pages 19926, 19932 and 19934, as well as the PCT Newsletter, October and November 2001 and 
February 2002 issues. 

Tn nractice time limits other than the 30-month time limit will continue to apply, for various periods of lime, in respect of certain 
K ToScSofficS "f£ regular updates on the applicable time limits (20, 21, 30 or 3 1 months, or other time hunt) Office by 
olcTrefer to tne PCT Gazette, lhe>CT Newsletter and the PCT Applicant's Guide, Volume II, National Chapters, all ava.lable from 
WIPo's Internet site, at http://www.wipo.int/pct/en/index.html. 

For filino a demand for international preliminary examination, see the PCT Applicant" s Guide Volume I/A, Chapter IX. Only an 
SiSmwhrra national or recent of a PCT Contracting State which is bound by Chapter 13 has the right to file a demand for 
international preliminary examination (at present, all PCT Contracting States are bound by Chapter II). 
It is the applicant's sole responsibility to monitor all these time limits. 



The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
12 1 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 



Facsimile No.(4 1-22) 740.14.35 



Authorized officer 



Judith Zahra 



Telephone No.(41-22) 338.91.11 



Co™ pnvrR/^os ( Aoril 2002) 



